
Greening Your Multifamily 
Project –
An Overview of the National Green 
Building Standard for Multifamily

PRESENTED BY NAHB MULTIFAMILY AND THE NAHB PRESENTED BY NAHB MULTIFAMILY AND THE NAHB 
RESEARCH CENTER



Green Building – An 
Architect’s PerspectiveArchitect’s Perspective



3



4



Details and 
Project Manual

5



6

Score Mandatory Bronze Silver Gold Emerald

This Chapter 90 N/A 39 66 93 119

This Project 329 Met 222 406 558 697

Points

Available

Points

Claimed

Approved 

Products
Notes

500.0

501.1

(1)
4 4 --

(2)

501.2

(1)

3 --

(2)

Mass transporation. A range of mass transportation choices are promoted by one or more of the 

following conditions:

Claim points for all that apply from (1)-(3) below:

A lot is selected within one-half mile (805 m) of pedestrian access to a mass transit system or within 

five miles (8046 m) of a mass transit station with provisions for parking.

Additional Info: 

A greyfield lot or an EPA-recognized brownfield lot is selected.
Evidence that the site was 

a previously developed site 

with abandoned or 

underutil ized structures, or 

an EPA map showing site is 

a recognized brownfield.
NOTE: Indicate if the lot is greyfield or EPA-recognized brownfield in the Additional Info box below.
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Walkways, street crossings, and entrances designed to promote pedestrian activity are provided. New 

--

Map showing location of 

transportation relative to 

the building.

Current Status Performance Level Minimums

Chapter 5: Lot Design, Preparation, and Development

INTENT. This section applies to lot development for the eventual construction of residential buildings, 

multi-unit buildings, or additions thereto that contain dwell ing units. The buildings on the lot earn 

their own performance level by complying with the provisions of Sections 303, 304, or 305.5, as 

applicable.

501 - Lot Selection

An infi l l lot is selected.

Lot. The lot is selected to minimize environmental impact by one or more of the following conditions.

Claim points for all that apply from (1)-(2) below:

© 2010 NAHB Research Center, Inc. Us e of this  document i s  permitted s olely for the purpos e of participating in the NAHB Res ea rch Center’s  Green Bui lding Certi fi ca tion. 

Required Documentation

None.

Practice #

500 - Lot Design, Preparation, and Development

This project has met all  the 

BRONZE requirements

NGBS Scoring for New Construction

ICC 700-2008 National Green Building Standard™

Revised October 13, 2010

(2)

3 3 --

(3)

502.1

4 4 --

503.0

503.1

(1)

5 5 --

(2)
6 --

(3)

4 --

Project mission statement, 

goals, and specific team 

member roles identified.

3 3 --

Walkways, street crossings, and entrances designed to promote pedestrian activity are provided. New 

Buildings are connected to existing sidewalks and areas of development.

INTENT. The lot is designed to avoid detrimental environmental impacts first, minimize any 

unavoidable impacts, and mitigate for thoses impacts that do occur. The project is designed to 

minimize environmental impacts and to protect, restore, and enhance the natural features and 

environmental quality of the lot.

Lot specific information for:

Natural resource inventory 

signed by qualified 

professional.

Project team, mission statement, and goals. A knowledgeable team is established and team member 

roles are identified with respect to green lot design, preparation, and development. The project's 

green goals and objectives are written into a mission statement.

503 - Lot Design

Natural resources. Natural resources are conserved by one or more of the following conditions.

Claim points for all that apply from (1)-(6) below:

Statement from 

professional that he/she 

directed plan 

implementation.

Items l isted for protection in the resource inventory plan are protected under the direction of a 

qualified professional.

Conservation plan.

A natural resources inventory is completed under the direction of a qualified professional.

A plan is implemented to conserve the elements identified by the resource inventory as high priority 

resources.

502 - Project Team, Mission Statement, and Goals

None.

Map or approved site plan 

showing location of 

committed community 

resources relative to 

building.NOTE: List the 6 community resources in the Comments box below.

A lot is selected within one-half mile (805 m) of six or more community resources (e.g., recreational 

facil ities (such as pools, tennis courts, basketball courts), parks, grocery store, post office, place of 

worship, community center, daycare center, bank, school, restaurant, medical/dental office, 

laundromat/dry cleaner).

Additional Info: 

NOTE: To be awarded points allocated for design, the intent of the design must be implemented.
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NGBS Scoring for New Construction

ICC 700-2008 National Green Building Standard™

© 2010 NAHB Research Center, Inc.

Chapter Required Points Claimed Points
Additional Claimed Points 

Above Bronze
Point Shortfall Mandatory Status

Chapter 5: Lot Design, Preparation, & Development 39 90 51 N/A

Chapter 6: Resource Efficiency 45 81 36 Met

Chapter 7: Energy Efficiency 30 56 26 Met

Chapter 8: Water Efficiency 14 17 3 N/A

Chapter 9: Indoor Environmental Quality 36 70 34 Met

Chapter 10: Operation, Maintenance, & Building Owner Education 8 15 7 Met

Section Totals 172 329 157 0 

Additional Points Above Bronze 50 157 0 

Total Points 222 329 0 

* Reach required Bronze score for each chapter

* Reach required Additional Points for this project

* Meet all mandatory items

* For Chapter 7: Energy Efficiency:

~ Claim at least 30 points from Section 702 (Performance Path) or 

Section 703 (Prescriptive Path) and select a minimum of 2 items 

Revised October 13, 2010

This project has met all the BRONZE 

requirements

Use of this document is permitted solely for the purpose of participating in the NAHB Research Center’s Green Building Certification. 

To  achieve Bronze:

Bronze

This requirement has been met.

This requirement has been met.

This requirement has been met.

Section 703 (Prescriptive Path) and select a minimum of 2 items 

from Section 704, OR

~ Choose the Alternative Bronze Compliance Path

Chapter Required Points Claimed Points
Additional Claimed Points 

Above Silver
Point Shortfall Mandatory Status

Chapter 5: Lot Design, Preparation, & Development 66 90 24 N/A

Chapter 6: Resource Efficiency 79 81 2 Met

Chapter 7: Energy Efficiency 60 56 (4) Met

Chapter 8: Water Efficiency 26 17 (9) N/A

Chapter 9: Indoor Environmental Quality 65 70 5 Met

Chapter 10: Operation, Maintenance, & Building Owner Education 10 15 5 Met

Section Totals 306 329 36 (13)

Additional Points Above Silver 100 36 (64)

Total Points 406 329 (77)

* Reach required Silver score for each chapter

* Reach required Additional Points for this project

* Meet all mandatory items

* For Chapter 7: Energy Efficiency:

~ Claim at least 30 points from Section 702 (Performance Path) or 

Section 703 (Prescriptive Path)

~ Select a minimum of 2 items from Section 704

To  achieve Silver:

Silver

You have met the Prescriptive Path minimum points requirement.

You have met the minimum 2 required items from Section 704.

Gold

This requirement has not been met yet.

This requirement has not been met yet.

This requirement has been met.

You have met the minimum 2 required items from Section 704.

You have met the Prescriptive Path minimum points requirement.
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9The Voyager at 
Space Center

• Certified Bronze

• NGBS

















Voyager NGBS Verification 
Report
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18The Retreat at The Woodlands
Houston, TX

• Under Construction

• Bronze NGBS
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Retreat NGBS 
Designers Report
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Retreat NGBS 
Verifier Rough Report
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Site Plan



22Construction Details



23Arcadia’s Edge
Columbia, SC

• Under Construction

• Silver NGBS



24

Arcadia’s Edge
NGBS Designers Report
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Construction Details
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Construction Details
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29The Verona
Houston, TX

• Certification Process - Bronze

• NGBS
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Verona NGBS 
Designers Report
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SPRINGWOODS VILLAGE




